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export of produce recognized to be in excess of local
consumption, were withdrawn. It had been perceived,
for example, that the food-supply of the nation was
unlikely to be endangered by permitting the export
of caramels1 or of bananas and other fruits grown
primarily for the foreign market. Equally the
Ministers were entitled to claim, from their legislation
of the previous autumn, that the national requirements
of cereals in 1915-16 were now assured. The restriction
imposed upon planting of cotton automatically had
released a large area for cereal production.2 The

1  In the early days of the War it was gravely asserted that caramels
were articles of prime necessity.   Not until 5th January 1915 did the
Government withdraw restrictions upon their export.

2  Wheat and other food-stuffs (except maize) are sown in the early
months of winter and harvested in the following spring.    The maize
crop is harvested in December.    Cotton is planted in February and
picked in August and September.

The figures given below will be of interest.

Areas   (in   feddans,   I feddan  being  equal  to  1*08  acres)  under
maize, wheat, barley, and beans respectively were as follows :

Crop Tear

(harvested) in     Maize.
		Wheat.
	Barley.
	Beans.

1913
	1,687,000
	1,305,000
	369,000
	478,000

1914
	1,820,000
	1,253,000
	383,000
	428,000

1915
	1,777,000
	1,534,000
	446,000
	623,000

1916
	1,675,000
	.    1,394:000
	423,000
	503,000

1917
	1,623,000
	1,076,000
	428,000
	472,000

1918
	1,745,000
	1,239,000
	324,000
	476,000

Yields (in
	metric tons per
	feddan) were
	estimated as
	follows :


	Maize.
	Wheat.
	Barley.
	Beans.

*9*3
	0-886
	0-787
	0-703
	0-857

1914
	1*002
	0713
	0-629
	0-683

1915
	I'037
	0*694
	0-672
	0-692

1916
	0-974
	0*713
	0-679
	0-620

1917
	I-OOI
	0*755
	0-692
	0-702

1918
	0-953
	0-706
	0-681
	0-733

Cotton production undoubtedly had entailed a reduction in that
of all cereals, especially maize and wheat. Egypt in 1913 imported
no less than 260,000 tons of wheat to meet her deficiency of this crop.